A different
kind of

Christmas
Dear faithful friends & ministry partners,
Happy New Year! I pray that your Christmas and holiday
was refreshing and a time spent with family and friends.
My Christmas was quite different than ever before: not
only did I spend it away from the States, but away from
family & friends! We have the blessing of celebrating with
our National Director’s family in Florence. The photo to
the right is a picture of my team and I on Christmas. As
sad as I was to be away from family and friends, it was so nice to be with my team celebrating the birth of our Lord!
I spent the New Year in England which was a much needed break from speaking Italian and eating pasta!
As wonderful as Christmas was, it seems part of the distant past. We’re up and running again with ministry here in
Rome. I’d love to let you in on the end of 2007, as well as a preview for what we’re trust the Lord for in 2008!
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At our last Bible study: making cookies!

2007 Highlights

Babbo Natale (and the true meaning of Christmas)
We posed the question at our last Bible study: “Why is it so much
easier to celebrate Babbo Natale (Santa Clause) than the birth of
Jesus?” One student (Maria, pictured left) put it well, “Babo Natale
is easy to celebrate– he gives you things, Jesus is quite different.
Celebrating Jesus means giving Him your whole life, He changes
everything.” Maria became a Christian 2 years ago when my friend
Julie shared the gospel with her and we’ve gotten back in touch with
her just a couple months ago. She’s still a baby Christian but really
gets it: Jesus changes everything.
THANK YOU
to everyone who gave
financially this Christmas!
All the money was raised.
Praise God!

• Receiving a visa to stay in Italy until August 2008!
• The Conference in Korea: witnessing the nations worshiping
• Our Thanksgiving Outreach:
the 60 Italians that heard the Gospel!
• Our Italian Bible studies
• Seeing Ana catch the vision to share her faith
• Meeting with Mia, Ana, Noemi, Amira, Maria, & more!
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2008 has already been an
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exciting year! We’ve had our “firsts”–
first Bible studies, first English Clubs, first
appointments, and first ‘La Bella Vita’ (our
multi-media evangelistic weekly meeting.) We’re
off and running! It’s been great to get back into
life and ministry in Rome.
We’re continuing to trust the Lord in 2008 for
big things in Rome. We’re continuing to ask him
to bring us to 2,000 souls with whom we can
share the good news of Jesus. We’re asking him to increase the number of
students that we’re processing the Gospel with, and to grow our Bible
studies. We’re seeking him for a movement of Italian students, passionate
about knowing Christ and making Him known. We’re asking Him for Rome!
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2007 held so much to praise the Lord for: students putting their faith
in Christ, growing in their passion for Him, and taking steps of faith to
share with their friends. Personally it’s been a great year to grow and learn
what it looks like to walk with God. Please continue to keep us in your prayers. Please
pray for perseverance, for God to move in my life and the lives of students, and for
direction as I’m entering into that scary “decision phase” for the future!

BRISTOL BOUND ::: February 15-17
Do you remember when I went to Korea for an international student conference last
summer? (Maybe it’s news to you!) Well, Feb 15-17 in Bristol, England I am attending
a follow-up conference for students specifically from Western Europe.
The conference will focus on students growing spiritually and how to reach Western
Europe for Christ. Sadly, no Italians attended the conference in Korea. However, God
is great, because we have 4-6 students from Rome attending, and up to 12 total
from the country! Praise God! Please especially keep Mia and Ana in your prayers as
they are 2 girls I meet with regularly. (They’re pictured on this page!) Pray for
spiritual growth and a passion to share the gospel and impact Europe for Christ!
Serving alongside you,

Teuta
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